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Tessa Thompson
	 After competing in 
Districts on January 23, ten 
groups in speech moved on 
to the State Large Group 
Speech Contest. The speech 
team traveled to LeMars, 
Iowa, on Saturday the 6th.  
The team competed in five 
categories: One Act Play, 
Group Improvisations, 
Ensemble Acting, Musical 
Theatre, and Readers 
Theatre. Nicole A. Person 
says, “Speech is a great 
time!” 
	 On Monday the 8th, 
the team found out what 
groups will represent Algona 
High School at the Iowa High 
School Speech Association 
Large Group All-State 
Festival. The three groups 
that will be recognized as 
outstanding performers 
include:  One Act Play,  “The 
Girl In The Mirror” and  two 
Improvisation groups. These 
groups will be recognized 
but not perform. 
	 In order to move 
on to All-State you must get 
three nomination from the 
judges. If you only get two 
nominations, you participate 

as a non-performer. The 
students involved in these 
All-State groups include: 
seniors: Clinton McGuire, 
Amanda Hamilton, Tessa 
Thompson, Karina Haas, 
Nicole Bosworth, Alex 
Kading, Rob Bauer, and 
Heidi Behnkendorf; juniors: 
Jeff Schipull and Tommy 
Christian; sophomores: 
Mikayla Torpy, Scott Haas, 
Breanna Johnson, and Dan 
Haack. 
	 The team should 
be very proud because 
even being recognized 
by the judges is a big 
accomplishment. The 
number of students who are 
involved in All-State changes 
every year, but the judges 
also get tougher every year. 
	 The students 
involved are very proud. 
Amanda Hamilton 
comments, “I’m so excited 
for All-State!” The All-State 
nominees will travel to 
Ames, Iowa, on February 
20th for the Iowa High School 
Speech Association Large 
Group All-State Festival.

On to All-State

“It’s exciting to 
be a double All-
Stater,” Breanna 
Johnson

“Speech rocks! 
Way to go!” Mrs. 
Cassens

“It’s a dream come 
true to be an All-
Stater senior year,” 
Rob Bauer

“Sounds very ex-
citing,” Nicole 
Kenne

“Three groups in 
All-State! Wohoo!” 
Hunter Buscherfeld

“It’s the coup de 
gras,” Ms. Elle

“On a scale of 1 to 
10 of happiness I’m 
bursting at an 11,” 
Alex Hagg

“It’s like the cherry 
on top of my speech 
experience,” 
Tommy Christian

“Congrats,” 
Melissa Schultze

“Alex Hagg should 
have been in 
speech,”
Mackenzie Siefken

What do you think of 
All-State Speech?

Snow 
days 
p. 8

Drill 
Team 
p. 4
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Cody King
	 The 38-year-old 
quarterback announced his 
retirement after nearly 12 
years in the league. He is 
walking away from the sport 
with a year left on a two-
year, $23 million contract. 
He is still able to play to his 
full ability, however, he is 
thinking about the future 
and wants to quit. The main 
reason for retiring is that he 
is getting older now, and 
he almost got a concussion 
while playing the New 
Orleans Saints in the 2010 
playoffs. Triston Dacken 
says, “I hope that the Seattle 
Seahawks will be able to beat 
them now.” 
	 He is one of the 
most revered quarterbacks. 
It started when he came out 
of nowhere and led the St. 
Louis Rams to two Super 
Bowls. Ironically, the NFL 
had first rejected Warner, 
leading him to play in the 
Arena Football League. He, 
ironically, was one of the top 
playing quarterbacks after 
playing only three seasons 
in the arena league. 
	 Warner grew up in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
played at the University 
of Northern Iowa. He is at 

Kurt Warner retires
the top of the charts for a 
variety of passing statistics. 
No player in NFL history 
reached 10,000 passing yards 
in less games, and he tied 
Dan Marino as the fastest to 
reach 30,000. He has the top  
three passing performances 
in Super Bowl history. He 
passed for 1,156 yards in the 
2008 playoffs, which broke 
his previous record of 1,063 
which he set with St. Louis 
in 1999. 
	 In 124 regular-
season games, he completed 
65.5% of his passes for 32,344 
yards and 208 touchdowns. 
In a comparison with the 
14 quarterbacks to make 
the Hall of Fame in the 
last 25 years, Warner has 
had a better completion 
percentage, yards per pass 
attempt, and yards per 
game. 

Kelsie Varvel
	 Is moving to a new 
school really all that hard, 
especially right before your 
senior year? For some, their 
point of view is no! Moving 
may be the best thing that 
could happen!
	 Moving your 
senior year doesn’t have to 
be difficult. It is what you 

make of it. You may be mad 
at your parents at first, but 
they are trying to give you 
a better start, a better future. 
Personally, being born and 
raised in Iowa, moving to 
Missouri, then moving back 
to Iowa wasn’t hard at all. It 
was actually amazing! There 
are no regrets.

	 Moving gives people 
the chance to meet new 
people, and it also opens up 
more opportunities. Many 
people move because of new 
jobs, financial issues, family, 
weather, bad influences and 
many more reasons. 
	 Moving is what you 
make of it. “It’s a difficult 

Moving up or moving down?
experience, but it has affected 
my life for the better,” says 
Christi Johnson. It may be 
tough at first, but after a 
while you’ll get use to it. 
You’ll find new friends, jobs, 
and more opportunities in 
general. Think positive and 
you’ll get positive.

Natalie Hackbarth
	 Jane, Meryl Streep, 
is a divoreced mother of 
three grown children. She 
owns a bakery and is in the 
middle of remodeling her 
house. Her life seemed to be 
going perfectly until her ex-
husband, Jake, Alec Baldwin, 
comes back into her life after 
19 years of distance. 
	 Jake and Jane 
reminisce at their son’s 
graduation and an 
innocent meal turns into 
the unthinkable - an affair.  
With Jake married to a much 
younger woman, Jane has 
become “the other woman.” 
Caught in the middle of it 
all is Jane’s architect, Adam, 
who is finding himself falling 
for Jane. Should Jane and 

An ex-husband’s 
mistress

Jake pick up where they left 
off or should they end it once 
and for all? It’s complicated.
	 Meryl Streep plays 
the convincing role of a 
stressed and confused 
woman while Alec Baldwin 
brings in the laughs. It’s 
Complicated is a remarkably 
funny movie and puts the 
entire audience in a good 
mood. The flick is rated 
R for some drug content 
and sexuality. The movie 
runs for one hour and 58 
minutes and falls under the 
comedy/romance genre. It’s 
Complicated is now in theaters 
and is an excellent movie 
to see if you’re intersted in 
laughs and a light-hearted 
environment. 
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Zach Plathe
	 Sectionals for 
wrestling were, held at AHS 
this past Saturday, February 
6th, and wrestlers are now 
in their prime. All varsity 
wrestlers competed in this 
meet and only the top two 
wrestlers from each bracket 
move on to Districts, which 
are tomorrow. 
	 Two Saturdays 
ago, the JV had their last 
tournament in Fort Dodge. 
They came out pretty 
successful. Monday through 
Friday were all practices that 
were focused on getting the 
varsity wrestlers prepared 
to wrestle in the Sectional 
tournament. The first and 
second place finishers 
at Sectionals move onto 
Districts. If any wrestlers get 
first or second in Districts, 
they move on to State. 
	 Teams at Sectionals 
were: Emmetsburg, ELC, 
Humboldt, Spirit Lake, and 
Laurens-Marathon Sioux 
Central. Wrestlers from 
the AHS-NSK squad who 
advanced to Districts are: 
Jake Adams at 119 pounds, 
Alex Wiseman at 135 pounds, 
Eric Spencer at 140 pounds, 

Jake Larson at 152 pounds, 
Kyle Walker at 160 pounds, 
Mitchell Erpelding at 189 
pounds, Logan Johnson at 
215 pounds, and Brandon 
Keller at 285 pounds. 
	 Algona also took 
second place in the Sectional 
tournament as a team, 
which advanced them into 
the next round for the team.  
They wrestled in Spirit Lake 
Wednesday, February 10th, 
to see if they can advance to 
the State Duals. Algona was 
defeated 43-31 by Sheldon. 
Emmetsburg then defeated 
Sheldon to advance to the 
State Duals. 
	 Districts will take 
place Saturday, February 
13th, in Lake Mills.  The 
teams with individual 
wrestlers include: Clear 
Lake, Osage, Charles City, 
Hampton, Forest City, Lake 
Mills Northwood Kennseth 
and the teams from the AHS 
Sectionals. 
	 If wrestlers place 
first or second at Districts, 
they get to go to the  State 
wrestling meet in Des 
Moines. 

In their prime

Jessica Kuhlmann
The Algona girls’ 

basketball team has had a 
great week that led up to 
their 4th straight Conference 
title that they earned on 
Friday, February 5th.  The 
girls are currently ranked 
3rd in class 3A. 

 They started off 
the week with town rivals 
Bishop Garrigan on Tuesday, 
February 2, and the final 
score was 80-52.  Katelyn 
Seely led the team scoring 
22 points, next was Kirsten 
Lipps with 21 points, and 
scoring 18 points was Laura 
TerHark.  Kirsten Lipps got 
the most rebounds with 8 
and next was Katelyn Seely 

with 6 rebounds.  
	 Their next game 
was on Friday, February 5, 
against Webster City.  The 
team won with a score of 
76-48.  Natalie Hackbarth 
led the team with 25 points, 
next was Katelyn Seely with 
16 points, and Kirsten Lipps 
made 14 points.  Emillie 
Kenne and Laura TerHark 
each had 3 steals and Katelyn 
Seely had 10 rebounds for 
the Bulldogs.  
	 On Thursday, 
February 11, the girls played 
Forest City in Forest City.  
They came away with 
another win, 65-25. Katelyn 
Seely scored her 1,000 point 

in this game. 
	 On Friday, 
February 12, the girls head 
to Spencer to play a non-
Conference game that had 
to be rescheduled because of 
snow. The last time the girls 
played the Spencer Tigers, 
the Bulldogs beat them in the 
regular season and then lost 
in the Regional Finals game.  
It was a tough time for the 
girls after all the hard work 
and dedication they put 
forth in the season last year. 
Molly Cook says, “We’re 

ready to get our pride back, 
and get revenge!”
	 Next week starts 
the State tournament trail 
for Algona. They will play 
Forest City in the first round 
at home on Wednesday, 
February 17th. If they win, 
they play the next round 
on Saturday, February 20th. 
If they win that, the sub-
State game will be Tuesday, 
February 23rd.

Girls’ basketball = 
total domination

Allison Kajewski
	 The Algona boys’ 
basketball team is tied for 
first in the North Central 
Conference after losing three 
straight games. While they 
lost three games, they only 
lost by a total of four points. 
The boys made the other 
teams fight for their wins.
	 On January 29, the 
boys traveled to Iowa Falls 
to play the Cadets. They 
played hard throughout the 
whole game, but in the end, 
they ended up losing 38 
to 39.  They closed the gap 
from their first game against 
them, which was Algona 56 
to Iowa Falls’ 65. 
	 Then the next 
Tuesday, the boys went 
across town to play Bishop 
Garrigan, a long-time, cross 
town rival. The game kept 
going back and forth the 
whole night. But the ending 
score was Algona 39 to 
Garrigan 41. It was a tough 

Tied for first
loss for AHS, but the Algona 
crowd took the loss with 
class and remained good 
sports. 
	 On February 5, 
Algona played Webster City 
in a very intense game. Both 
teams played very well, 
and they took the game 
into overtime. Though the 
ending wasn’t so pleasant 
for AHS, Webster City 
ended up winning 43 to 42. 
Chad Rutledge said, “It was 
a hard battle, but all players 
left it on the hardwood.” 
Ryan McMahon is leading 
the boys in points scored 
with 45.5% average from the 
field goal and 36.4% from 
the three point line. 
	 Next the boys host 
Clear Lake tonight, February 
12th.  The JV game starts at 
6:15 since it is just a boys 
game, with the Varsity game 
to follow.
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Jeni Zeller
	 On Friday, January 
29th, the AHS Academic 
Decathlon team traveled 
to the Iowa Lakes campus 
in Emmetsburg to compete 
in Regional Academic 
Decathlon.  In Academic 
Decathlon, you take tests all 
day. There are three different 
categories: the “A” range, 
the “B” range, and the “C” 
range.

On Thursday 
night, the team traveled to 
Emmetsburg and took a 
music quiz and then they 
had a speech and interview 
time.  This included a 3 ½ 
to 4 minute speech and an 
interview.  There was also 
a superquiz; a fun part of 
the testing that doesn’t 
help you qualify for State. 
Breanna Johnson said, “The 
superquiz is supposed to be 
fun, but it’s really not.”

Friday morning they 
returned to Emmetsburg 
for more tests.  There are 

many different topics, 
but they are all over the 
French Revolution.  The 
topics are Music, Language 
& Literature, Economics, 
Art, Science, Superquiz, 
and Math.  The Science 
test included Chemistry 
questions while the Math 
section had questions about 
Algebra 2 and Calculus.  

Overall, the 
Academic Decathlon team 
placed 2nd out of 4 teams.  
On Monday, February 1st, 
the team found out that 
they qualified for State.  
They qualified for State 
since they scored enough 
points at Regional Academic 
Decathlon.  Each team 
receives a certain amount of 
points for each test that they 
take.  

The State Academic 
Decathlon is held in Denison 
on March 4-5.  Good luck to 
all team members.

AD on to State

Alynnia Freeburg
	 On Saturday, 
February 13th, the AHS Drill 
Team is having their annual 
show to finish off their 
season. The event starts at 
2:00 p.m. in the Algona High 
School gym. It’s a chance 
for people to watch the 
girls dance and is also their 
biggest fundraiser of the 
year. The money raised will 
go to the Drill Team funds 
to help buy costumes next 
year. 
	 The day will 
showcase not only the girls 
on the team, but all the little 
kids who signed up to do the 

dance clinic in the morning. 
The clinic will start at 8:00 
a.m., when the drill team 
girls teach all of the kids 
their routines. They will 
be separated by grade and 
also include a boys’ group. 
Then they break for a snack 
and wait for their parents to 
come pick them up. They 
will come back to the school 
after lunch and get ready for 
the show!
	 The show starts at 
2:00 p.m. and should last 
about an hour. The cost to get 
in will be $4 for adults and $2 
for students. The Drill Team 

will be performing both of 
their State routines, which 
includes a kick and jazz 
style dance. The jazz routine 
is to a song called “Diamond 
Dogs” and the kick routine 
is to “Diamond’s are a Girl’s 
Best Friend.” They will also 
perform a cowboy kick 
routine to Shania Twain’s 
“Man I Feel Like a Woman,” 
their senior farewell routine 
to the song “Belief,” and 
the crowd-pleasing co-ed 
routine to a mix of different 
songs. 
	 Jena Fuerstenau, 
Hannah Kadow, and Chyan 

Metzger will all be doing 
their solos and kids from 
Michelle’s Dance Connection 
will be performing as 
well. There will also be 
performances from pre-k, 
kindergarten, 2-3 graders, 
4-5 graders, middle school 
students, and little boys. 
Garrigan’s Danz Squad will 
also be performing at the 
show. 
	 The show should 
wrap up between 3:00 and 
4:00. The girls hope to see 
you all there! 

Drill Team coming to an end

Hannah Kadow
	 The Algona Bulldogs 
basketball teams played a 
pink out game vs. Clarion 
on Thursday, January 
29th.  The Iowa Basketball 
Coaches Association formed 
this idea and Coach Sudol 
thought it would be a good 
to participate in the event.  
	 The girls started by 
selling pink t-shirts to raise 
money for cancer awareness.  
They sold around 300 shirts 
at $15 a piece.  During the 
game, the girls wore the 
pink jerseys they earned 
by selling so many shirts. 
The cheerleaders wore pink 
uniforms.  The guys wore 
pink wristbands and all the 
players wore pink laces on 
their shoes.  The cheerleaders 
sold the pink laces for three 
dollars.  The Algona High 

AHS vs. cancer
drill team performed at the 
halftime of the girls’ game 
and had many dancers 
performing with them in 
pink as well.  Each dancer 
donated a dollar to dance.  
	 Relay for Life had a 
booth set up in the commons 
and handed out information 
on breast cancer.  The 
cheerleaders held a bake sale 
in the commons during the 
games to raise money for the 
cause.  The basketball girls 
signed a pink jersey and 
silent auctioned it off at the 
game.  Dave Jensen bought 
the jersey and the money 
also went to cancer research.   
	 The total money 
raised was just over $1,300 
and it all went to breast 
cancer research.  
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Katelyn Seely
	 There is a new 
student teacher in the 
building named Ms. 
Bruvold. She is originally 
from Decorah, Iowa. She 
grew up on a family farm 
and raised goats for her 
SAE project. She also was 
in FFA and enjoyed being 
on the farm. This led her 
to Iowa Sate University. By 
living on a farm, this made 
her decision for a major a lot 
easier.
	 When she attended 
college, she majored in 
Animal Science. She knew 
that she liked working with 
animals but didn’t want to 
be a vet for the rest of her 
life. After taking the Animal 
Science classes, she realized 

that it wasn’t for her. Later 
she decided to switch over 
to Ag Ed. She liked being 
around people and teaching, 
so this would be a perfect fit 
for Ms. Bruvold. 
	 By being in Ag 
Ed, she needed to student 
teach. Ms. Bruvold then got 
assigned to Algona. She knew 
it was a strong program and 
well known throughout the 
state. It works out very well 
for her because she is living 
with family in town. At the 
beginning she was sitting in 
class and taking notes.  Now 
she’s starting to teach classes 
and get the feel for if she 
wants to be a teacher. Megan 
Simonson says, “I love Ms. 
B.” 

Student teacher 
comes to Algona

Megan Simonson
	 Starting February 
11, seven band members 
traveled to UNI to 
participate in the Northern 
Festival of Bands held at 
The University of Northern 
Iowa. The Festival of Bands 
will last three days, and they 
will perform their concert 
on Saturday, February 13th, 
at 2:00 PM, at UNI’s Great 
Hall. 
	 There are two 
different Symphony Bands 
and they are the 11-12 and 
the 9-10. For the 11-12, AHS 
seniors Veronica Arndorfer, 
Hailey Metzger, and Christi 
Johnson will be performing. 
They will be conducted by 
Richard Fisher, the Director 
of Bands at Concordia 
University in Chicago. In the 
9-10 division, sophomores 
Stella Arndorfer, Dan Haack, 
and Breanna Johnson, 
and freshman Michaela 

Band members to UNI 
and Pops Concert!

Christian from AHS will be 
performing
	 They will have chair 
auditions and their first 
rehearsal Thursday night 
when they arrive. They will 
also attend concerts and 
master classes with UNI 
wind and percussion faculty 
and do their own band 
rehearsals. Mr. Aboud will 
attend conductor sessions at 
the festival. 
	 On Monday, 
February 15, the AHS music 
department will be doing 
their annual “Pops Concert.” 
The AHS Show Choir, Vocal 
Jazz Choir, Mixed Choir, and 
Jazz Band will perform in the 
commons at 7:30. Jeni Zeller 
says, “I can’t wait to go 
watch their amazing show!” 
Cost is $5.00 for adults and 
$2.00 for students. There will 
be NO reserved seating.

Nolyn Elliott
	 As the 2009-2010 
year comes to an end, the 
senior class finds themselves 
looking for a place to live on 
their own. Mrs.Bormann’s 
independent living class 
is learning how to manage 
money and find suitable 
apartments.

The class visited the 
apartments by the pool. The 
landlord of the apartments 
showed the class the inside 
and outside of the apartments 
as if they were looking to 
buy. Mrs.Bormann showed 
the class how to look for 
damages and how to make 
sure you are renting a good 
place. Mrs.Bormann has also 
been showing students what 

to look for in a lease. 
Molly Cook says, 

“It was good to see the 
apartments and to get a feel 
for what I have to do next 
year.” 

Moving out

Kyle Walker
	 The Journalism 
II class has started on the 
Senior Book.  The class 
decided on the template and 
questions to have the seniors 
fill out.  All AHS seniors 
were given a questionnaire 
to fill out. The information 
from the questions is for 
their individual Senior 
Book page.  The sheet and a 
candid baby picture are due 
TODAY, Friday, February 12, 
2010.  
	 The Senior Book will 
be $20 and you can buy them 
from Mrs. Spear.  It has a 
baby picture, current picture, 

and 15 questions filled out 
about each senior.  It also 
has collages of homecoming, 
prom, Superstars, and other 
events.  It is an all color, 
spiral-bound book.  
	 Megan Simonson 
says, “I can’t wait to get 
my Senior Book!”  Senior 
Books are anticipated to be 
available for pick up on the 
day the seniors practice for 
graduation in May.

Senior pages due
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Triston Dacken
On Sunday the 7th, 

the 44th NFL Super Bowl 
took place. The New Orleans 
Saints pulled out the victory 
over the Indianapolis Colts 
with a definitive 31-17 win. 
	 The Colts came into 
the game with a 16-2 record, 
including playoffs, and were 
favored to win by more than 
a touchdown. The Saints 
came in with a 15-3 record, 
including playoffs, and had 
a lot to prove. 
	 The first quarter 
looked dim for the Saints, 
with the Colts putting up 
10 points before the end of 
the quarter. That didn’t last 
long. The Saints started their 
rally with 2 field goals in the 
2nd quarter, and a daring and 
unexpected onside kick at 
the beginning of the second 
half. That onside kick, which 
the Saints recovered, helped 

Underdogs? Not if the Saints had anything 
to say about it.

them move down the field 
and score. 
	 Late in the 4th 
quarter, Peyton Manning 
was leading the Colts down 
the field to try and tie the 
game, or go for 2 and get 
the win. He dropped back to 
pass, and when the pressure 
got a little close, he threw 
a pass downfield that was 
intercepted by Tracy Porter, 
who returned it 74 yards for 
the winning touchdown. 
The Colts tried to take it 
back downfield again but 
were unsuccessful. 
	 Drew Brees was 
named the MVP of the 
game, completing 32 of  39 
passes for 288 yards and 
2 touchdowns. He threw 
one to Jeremy Shockey and 
another to Pierre Thomas.
	 We all know, 
however, that the Super 

Bowl is more than just the 
game. There is the half time 
show, and of course the 
hilarious commercials. 
	 The half time show 
this year was preformed by 
The Who. They played some 
of their most famous songs, 
you might have recognized 
them as the opening songs 
for all of the CSI series.
	 The commercials 
this year were somewhat 
odd. A lot of them had 
people only wearing the 
amount of clothing required 
for it to be TV appropriate. 
There was one where a 
group of men marched 
through a field chanting 
“I wear no pants!!” There 
were a lot of Bridgestone 
Tires commercials also. One 
included a man driving a 
truck with a killer whale 
in the back. They came on 

to a pier and spun around, 
launching the whale back 
into the ocean.  There was 
a Hyundai commercial that 
featured Brett Favre, having 
him be the NFL’s 2020 MVP 
of the League, with the point 
being that there are certain 
things in life that we can 
always count on.
	 This was the Saints’ 
first Super Bowl appearance 
ever, and they won it for 
themselves and for their city. 
We got to see some great 
commercials and enjoy a 
good halftime show. It was 
a game that was played 
good and straight, with little 
referee interference, which 
was a refreshing change 
after last year’s controversy. 
Now, let’s all go through the 
NFL withdraws together 
and wait till the draft and 
next year’s season.

Cody Fortune
	 The 52nd annual 
Grammy awards took 
place on January 31, 2010, 
at 8 o’clock p.m eastern 
time. The Grammy’s were 
hosted by Stephen Colbert. 
During the show there were 
performances by Bon Jovi, 
Mary J. Blige, The Black Eyed 
Peas, the Dave Matthews 
band, Beyonce, Pink, Green 
Day, Lady Gaga, and Sir 
Elton John.
	 The album of the 
year went to Taylor Swift 
for her album titled Fearless. 
The song of the year went 
to Beyonce for her song 
called “Single Ladies.” 

Best new artist went to the 
Zac Brown Band. The best 
dance recording went to 
Lady Gaga for her song 
“Poker Face.” The best hard 
rock performance went 
to AC/DC for their song 
“War Machine.” Best R&B 
performance went to Jamie 
Foxx and T-Pain for their 
song “Blame It,” and that 
song also won best R&B 
song. Molly Cook said, 
“The Grammys were very 
exciting, Johnny Depp is 
hot.” 
	 As usual with the 
Grammys, there were some 
unusual outfits, including 

Lady Gaga’s dress that 
looked like it fell from outer 
space.  It had rings all around 
it. 

Grammys
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Sara Ann Smith
	 The junior class sold 
cupcakes for Valentine’s Day 
as a fundraiser. They were 
selling them to raise money 
for the 2010 prom. The junior 
class said they will be trying 
to have as many fundraisers 
as possible to get money for 
prom.
	   These cupcakes 
were a great way to show 
your sweetheart how you 
feel, and these delicious 
treats were only a dollar!
	  Some junior girls 
and Angie Eischeid baked 
and decorated the cupcakes.  
The flavors were white, 

Cupcakes for your 
sweetheart

chocolate, and cherry chip.  
The junior class predicted 
they would sell a lot, and 
they sold around 252 
cupcakes! Some homeroom 
teachers purchased cupcakes 
for every student in their 
homeroom. 
	 Alexa Studer 
says she bought ten. Jake 
Anderson said that he 
hoped to lose his wrestling 
match so that he could enjoy 
his delicious cupcakes.  So 
hopefully you showed your 
sweetheart or just your 
friends how you feel and 
sent them a cupcake!   

Lynn Espinosa	
	 Valentine’s Day is a 
day to send your loved ones, 
known and secret, a gift from 
your heart. The traditional 
gifts are roses and chocolate. 
But how did the wonderful 
day get started? No one 
really knows. 
	 There are a couple of 
different stories. It all starts 
with St. Valentine. Who is 
that is also another question 
that many have. Well, that 
is also a great mystery that 
there are many stories to. 
	 One is that Saint 
Valentine was a priest 
during the third century in 
Rome. Emperor Claudius II 
thought that single men were 
better soldiers than ones 
with wives and families, so 

History of the day of love
he outlawed marriage.  Well 
St. Valentine didn’t think 
that was right, so he still 
performed marriages for 
the loved ones. Claudius 
ordered him to be put to 
death after he was caught. 
	 Another legend says 
that he sent the first valentine 
himself while he was in 
prison. It is said that he sent 
a letter to a girl who he fell 
in love with before his death. 
He would always sign it 
“From your Valentine.” One 
expression that is still used 
around the world today. 
	 The real truth behind 
the great Saint Valentine is 
not real clear, but the stories 
do make him seem very 
romantic and sympathetic.	

	 Some believe that the 
day is to celebrate the death 
or burial of Saint Valentine. 
Though others believe that 
the church made that day to 
celebrate Valentine’s feast. 
	 Another legend 
of Valentine’s Day is 
that it was created in 
order to Christianize a 
pagan Lupercalia festival. 
Lupercalia began February 
15th. It was a fertility festival 
for the Roman gods of 
agriculture and the Roman 
founders, Romulus and 
Remus.
	 In Rome, February 
was the beginning of spring 
and they considered it to be 
a time for purification.  
	 The oldest 

Valentine’s greeting is 
on display at a British 
museum. Esther A. 
Howland produced the first 
commercial Valentine’s Day 
greeting cards in the United 
States in the 1840s. Howland 
is known as the mother of 
the Valentine. Howland 
made Valentine’s Day gifts 
out of real lace, ribbons, and 
colorful pictures.

Oh, if it be to 
choose and call thee 

mine, love, thou 
art every day my 

Valentine!  
~Thomas Hood

“

”
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Jenn Steven
	 This year the 
students in FFA have been 
working very hard.  They 
have been participating in 
different events and going to 
different places, like Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, for 
judging.  
	 Coming up in 
February, there is a Beef 
Expo which will be held in 
Des Moines. Sub-Districts 
is also coming up, on being 
held on Monday, February 
15th.  This is a speaking 
contest for the students.
	  This year, president 
Ean Weber and vice-president 

“Only blue will do”
Maddie Gisch have been 
leading the organization at 
AHS.  They have been doing 
a great job, and so have the 
rest of the students involved 
in it. 
	 Students have 
said that FFA is a great 
way to get involved and 
earn scholarships.  In FFA, 
agriculture is a big part, it’s 
about the process of how 
everything from the field 
gets to the dinner plate.  Also 
opportunities to get a good 
job and have many great 
opportunites in life come 
out of it.
	  

Adam Reimers & Mrs. 
Spear
	 This year has been 
a different year due to the 
weather.  Algona Community 
Schools have missed a total 
of 8 snow days this year so 
far.  
	 While the seniors 
like the snow days because 
they don’t have to make 
them up, the underclassmen 
are now looking at June 3rd 
as the last day of classes.   
	 This year has been 
a record-breaking snow 
year. So far this year there 
is 61 inches of snow for the 
area and there is still more 
snow to come.  The average 
amount of snow for our area 
is around 38 inches.  KLGA 
reported having 50 inches of 
snow last year. 
	 Some schools are 
trying to figure out how to 
make up these snow days.  
The usual decision of most 
schools is to add the days to 
the end of the year.  However, 

with so many snow days 
this year, some schools are 
trying to make the days up 
elsewhere.  Some suggesions 
of schools are to have school 
on some days that were 
previously off, like the 
Monday after Easter, make 
the school days longer (by 30 
or 45 minutes), start going to 
school on Saturdays, or have 
school instead of in-service.    
Schools can also ask the 
legislature for an exemption 
or waiver of the 180 days 
of classes requirement. 
However, in late January, 
Governor Culver said, “The 
better option is to extend 
the length of the day. I think 
the idea of not requiring the 
students to go to school is 
not a very good option.”

Snow days

“Boring...Michael 
has a new snowmo-
bile,” 
- Ashley Norland

“I like snowmobil-
ing,”
-Michael Erpelding

“Best senior year 
ever!” 
-Emillie Kenne

“They get pret-
ty boring after so 
many,” 
-Jenna Reding

“I hate scooping 
snow,” 
-Chase Pfeffer

“Bring them on,” 
-David Baxter

“I bake on snow 
days,” 
-Anne Buscher

“Snow days are 
awesome,” 
-Josh Hollinger

“Yay snow days,”
-Jordan Reding 

“I love them, they 
are my days to sit 
at home and scrap-
book,” 
-Angie Eischeid

What do you think of 
all the snow days?


